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Developments in
Evolutionary Change

Sociotechnical systems theory: a theory
that proposes the importance of changing
role and task or technical relationships to
increase organizational effectiveness

Total quality management (TQM): an
ongoing and constant effort by all of an
organization’s functions to find new ways to
improve the quality of the organization’s
goods and services

Flexible workers and Flexible work
teams
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change throughout their history. 11 Antagonistic cooperation? (3 1) Humans are by nature social animals who engage in "antagA 3nicaA 3 cooperation" to maximize the satisfaction 3 their needs. If true, then when examining sociocultural systems we must see that the greater the technological advance, the greater 3 inequality of goods and services
within society.41 Societies are stable systems8) Societies are remarkably stable systems that tend to resist change. New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company. 55 Surplus and inequalityThe enlightened self-interest of human beings leads them to distribute goods and services equally to the productive classes to ensure their continued survival and
productivity. Therefore, cumulative change is a process that combines elements of continuity with elements of change; many parts of the system are kept for long periods, while others are added and others are replaced or transformed. A"Previous adaptations are "absorbed and incorporated" into newer biolA 2 gical or social systems, which greatly
influences subsequent adaptations. This means that the most sophisticated technological 3 societies must be more unequal in terms of distribution 3 goods and services; simple societies must be more egalitarian.3 Evolutionary perspectivesIn widely disused sociology from Spencer and the social Darwinists. Within these systems, some parts change
while others remain unchanged.40 The constitutional government is a system in which the political elite makes some concessions in the distribution 3 resources in exchange for legitimacy 3 consent the ruled. governed. and the inequality of inequality linked to a variety of factors: need for a great administrative and technical structure. Elwell,
interviewer) Lenski, G. Macrosociology can be found a more complete summary of their and other macrosocial theories: the study of sociocultural systems, from Frank W. 46 Sociocultural evolution is important to note again that innovations Sociocultural is based on the alteration of existing structures and behavior patterns. Analogies between
societies and biological organisms or mechanical systems can be cheated, since an analogity of this type reminds us of a perfect coordination and integration of the various parts of the system. Another reason is that human beings are habit creatures, very reluctant to change. (1991). A ¢ A ¢ & € This is true mainly because goods and services have a
value of status as well as a utility value. ¢ & € Prestige or social honor, remember, is one of the main needs or objectives that Lenski identifies as universals . A ¢ & € Accumulative change is a distinctive type of change associated with systems composed of multiple interrelated parts. Due to the complexity of social systems, he believes, scholar should
constantly change from one theoret of another and data, continuously testing theoretical hypothesis that "4 € depending on the evidence" A "leads to refinement and more s Test of the theory. A ¢ 4 € Although it is the most effective instrument to take power in a society, and although it is always the basis of any inequality system, it is not the most
effective instrument to retain and exploit a power position and Get the maximum benefit of it.A ¢ & € 32 Thus, those who take power will soon move A ¢ & € ce legitimizeA ¢ & € Legitimize your rule and transform strength into authority . 19 Sociocultural systems of 52 52 .selaicos y socisAf ,socig3Aloib sonrotne sus a natpada es sonamuh seres sol euq
ne samrof selapicnirp sal nos laidnum Also according to Weber, Lenski states that stratification is 3 a "3 less" "multidimensional "A that is,A populations are classified along various dimensions such as occupation? education, property, racial-technical status, age and gender. It is inevitable then, both comment, that many die in premature deaths and
others live near the edge of inanici® n. 44 Evolution 3 Sociocultural (9) Societies evolve in response to changes in their natural or social environments. Human societies are subject to natural laws. Thus, cumulative change is a process that combines elements of continuity with elements of change; many parts of the system are retained for long periods,
while new parts are added and others are replaced or transformed.A¢ A 9 TeorAa EcolA 3-EvolutionalA¢ A A A Cumulative change is a distinctive rate of change associated with systems composed of multiple interrelated parts. This, Lenski said, is one of the reasons why sociocultural systems have become more complex over time. The demographics
of the population, more 3 their size, can also have a dramatic impact on the rest of the sociocultural system. 5 TeorAa EcolA 2 gica-EvolutivaThe deductive part of the teorAa part of the visions of T. 20 The imperfect system 4) As the largestA a de los sociA 3 logos Lenski affirms that society is a system; however, it is still an imperfect system at best.
Lenski goes so far as to state that all the characteristics of a society A A are ultimately due to three things: the influence of the environment (both biophysical and socio-cultural), the influence of our species A the gene heritage A and the influence of the previous socio-cultural experience itself. Rival power centers are allowed to develop as long as
they remain subject to the rule of law. As a few people make many important decisions, and these few may well choose alternatives that improve or reinforce their interests rather than the 15 The struggle for resources (2) Like Malthus before A© 1, Lenski believes that our reproductive capacity exceeds our productive capacity. 17 The struggle for
resourcesThe struggle for resources within a society is not necessarily violent.7 TeorAa EcolA gica® Evolucionarialike Spencer before A© 1, Lenski insists that non? sociocultural evolution is but a special case of the overall evolutionary process. Many of those who work in these institutions are in debt to owners or donors of A®© lite; If they are not
directly dependent on the elites, many who work in these institutions are exposed to threats or adulation.48 Socio-cultural 3EvolutionThe pace of innovation 2 and change varies from one society to another.42 Societies are stable systemsWhen faced with innovation® the individual performs a cost/benefit analysis to reveal whether the costs of adapting
innovation are worth 2. 45 Non®sociocultural evolutionSociocultural change is of two types: innovation 3 and 3. The 3 of production 3. 54 Supervit and inequality (11) The more intensive the subsistence technology, the greater the surplus, the greater the inequality. 23 The imperfect system Highly stratified societies with powerful elites, Lenski argues,
tend to emphasize political stability, the less stratified favor maximizing production® n. Since the mid-1960s Lenski has been developing a wide-ranging 3-evolutionary theory. The socio-cultural environment of a society consists of communication 2 and contact with other socio-cultural systems.6 TeorAa EcolA 3 gica-Evolucionaria Like all forms of life,
human beings have a reproductive capacity that substantially exceeds the subsistence resources needed in the environment. As the past evolutionary history of an animal, as well as its relationship 3 the current environment, is important for that the adaptation of the animal to that environment, as well as society society 74 Lenski Bibliography, G., &
Lenski, J. A «This is not difficult, since its normal function is to act on behalf of the elite. 47 Sociocultural Evolution last instance, only there are three main factors that determine the characteristics of the sociocultural system: human genetic heritage; the biological, physical and social environment; and the influence of the previous social and cultural
characteristics of society itself. Lenski is a strong defender of the inductive and deductive logic in the construction theory.69 The Global System The successful adaptations are disseminated through social contact, the military and economic conquest. As a secondary or derivative target, however, the goods and services that bring social honor vary
from one society to another and through time. 57 Supervit and unequald As the technology and productivity increase, a part of the new goods and services will be allocated to the necessary demographic growth and to feed a major population. 36 Rule of ultimately, with the change of power of force to manipulation and authority, the bureaucracy
arises. individual. First, of course, it is the empire of the law. A «The evolutionary process in yourself» «inorganic, organic, social» is cumulative and evolutionary. A «One of the distinctive characteristics of biological and social evolution is the cumulative nature of change. 43 Societies are stable systemsLenski sites to individual members of society as
the main actors of adaptation. Tellcule that they use to make their decisions. The welfare of the members of society, as well as their own survival, depends on how well their society adapts to these environments. The maximization of production is achieved by promoting technological change or through wars of conquest. Following the example of
Lenski defines power as the ability of a person or group to achieve their goals even when opposed by others. 13 Antagonistic CooperationOf all human needs and desires, Lenski notes, survival is given the highest priority by the vast majority of human beings. His theory is capable of synthesizing the insights and findings of the discipline into a
coherent framework; capable of furthering our understanding of sociocultural systems as a whole. Societies also maintain themselves through fostering political ideologies that justify and celebrate the state. By maintenance of the political status quo Lenski means that societies strive to minimize political change through laws and the machinery of
state, police, military, and other agencies of control. Like Malthus¢AAAs theory, at the base of ecological-evolutionary theory lies the relationship between population and production. ¢AAACoercive power can often be used to create a new consensus.¢AAA The process of legitimation is facilitated by the press of daily events on the lives of the vast
majority of people. Human societies are rooted in the environment, part of the world of nature. 22 The Imperfect System Lenski asserts that societies have two basic goals: The maintenance of the political status quo within the society. Sociocultural systems can only be fully understood as being responsive to the interactions of populations to their
environments. 59 Surplus and InequalityIn his studies Lenski indeed finds increasing degrees of inequality up to and including early industrial society. This has enormous consequences for the degree of inequality within societies. Granting social honor (or scorn) is one of several ways society shapes the individual to the societal needs. Elwell.
Advances in subsistence technology are important because they are often related to improvements in other technologies such as transportation and communications, all of which leads to greater societal and complexity. This is not the case with sociocultural systems, in which the parts have varying degrees of autonomy and independence from the
overall system. These lead to the ¢AAAantagonistic¢AAA character of social life, for these two constants give humans strong motivation for putting their own needs and desires ahead of others, and are primarily responsible for the conflict and tension so characteristic in human societies. 33 Elite Rule As force shifts into authority and manipulation
there are some important changes that occur in the distribution of goods and services. Class systems differ in terms of their complexity, the degree of mobility possible within the system, the importance of the system in terms of the distribution of goods and services, as well as the degree of hostility between the classes within the system. These
adaptations to changing biological, physical, and social environments is the very essence of social evolution. Of course, not all people have equal power in the decision making process; ¢AAAwho decides¢AAA often depends on the nature of the choice and one¢AAAs position in the stratification system. Rule becomes impersonal and not easily
challenged. 8 Ecological-Evolutionary TheoryRather than relying on genetic change to adapt to changes in the external environment, however, human populations have evolved culture. How can the global system of societies change so radically, particularly in the last 10,000 years when individual societies appear so resistant to change? (2005).
Another reason for sociocultural stability over time is the systemic character of the society itself. While extinction certainly occurs, the process of sociocultural evolution is predominantly a cumulative process, that is, change and innovation are added far more to the system than are older elements eliminate. 14 Antagonistic CooperationIn addition to
human needs and desires, Lenski adds, human beings have a highly the conscience and the sense of being individual; And often we governed emotions and powerful appetites. 66 The social evolution of the global system exists at two different levels, and these two levels-a € the individual societies and the global societies system- & € follow divergent
evolutionary paths. 67 The global system at the global system level, there has been a drastic reduction in the number of societies in the last 10,000 years due to a process of A ¢ & € Intersocietal selection A ¢ & € 68 the societies of the global system that have grown in size and technologize have also grown in complexity and military power; And this
has allowed them to prevail in conflict over the territory and other resources with societies that have maintained more traditional sociocultural patterns. It refers to each of these dimensions as a classes system A ¢ 4ce.A ¢ & € The class systems are a hierarchy of classes classified in terms of a unique criterion. 63 The Global System 12) There is a
process of selection in the global system that favors the most large and most powerful societies at the expense of the smallest and least powerful. There are several factors that influence this rate. The fact that society is an imperfect system also means that the conflict is a normal characteristic of all societies, not an abnormal condition as posed by
many functionalists. 26 Inequality The position of an individual a € in each of the relevant class systems (and these vary according to society) determines their general social class, and this will affect access to goods and services, as well as the prestige that others They grant him. As you remember, according to Lenski human beings are social animals
and need to live in cooperation with others to achieve their needs in the most efficient way. 10 ecological-evolutivafy theory to its attention and method of development, the same theory of Lenski & € has evolved ocig3Aloicos ocig®Aloicos y ocigAloportna ,ocir®Atsih ol ne etnemailpma sjAm aAel y aicnedive sjAm abanimaxe euq adidem a so*Aa sol ed
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¢A¢A¢A¢A¢A¢A¢cA¢cA¢A¢cA¢¢ikaacikefo segelivirp DNA Rewop EHT FO Emos Eruqca Ot Nigeb Sessalc ESEHT SA, EGNAHC MUTTYS ELDDIM EHT DNA ETILE LACITILOP EHT NEEWTEB SNOSTILER EHT, STISOP IKSNEL Elwell, F. Colorado: Paradigm. In this way, Lensky synthesized his theory, contrasted it with the evidence,
and perfected it in a continuous process from the mid-1960s to 2005. Lenski, G. (F. Therefore, the force of historical experience plays an important role in shaping social institutions and thinking. The controls, of course, consist of positive and preventive controls that Malthus first explored in 1798. The social actions to which great prestige and social
honor are accorded also vary. 21 The Imperfect System The fact that society is an imperfect system means that not all parts work to strengthen the whole system. But to fully appreciate the process of sociocultural evolution, it must be recognized that it includes both continuity and change.37 Elite Rule It is also in the period of transition from force to
authority that the middle class emerges. Technology and population are, of course, closely intertwined. At this stage of development, however, it finds that the degree of inequality peaks and then begins to decrease as the industrial society matures. We also look for other goals, says Lenski, because they help us achieve them, such as money, an office
or a position within an organization, or education and training. Another obstacle to sociocultural change is the need for some normalization. As such, the environment of a society has a profound influence on its social and cultural structure. The second method employed by the elites is to shape public opinion through institutions such as educational
institutions, religious institutions and the media. New York: Random House. These basic physical needs are rooted in our genetic heritage.51 Socio-cultural evolutionThe structural elites that act its own interest therefore provides positive and negative reinforcements for the adoption 3 or extinction? of technological 3 and social change. Humans seek
to maximize pleasure and minimize pain 12 12 we are by nature social beings, the society into which we are born has a strong effect on shaping many of these basic needs and desires as well as creating secondary needs and desires. Human Societies: An Introduction to Macrosociology (7th edition). 34 Elite Rule With the rule of law at least some of
their actions must be consistent with the prevailing conceptions of justice and morality. 1 Lenski¢AAAs Ecological-Evolutionary TheoryBy Dr. F. This fact means that the threat of physical violence is a powerful deterrent in human affairs. (1966). To act otherwise would be to jeopardize their legitimation. The struggle is often carried out within a
system of economic and political rules. 61 Surplus and InequalityLenski thus concludes that mature industrial societies represent a reversal of a long-standing evolutionary trend in which inequality increased with technological development. (1987). In this list Lenski includes such drives as the need for love and affection, respect and prestige from our
fellows, and for some type of meaning and order in life. (AAAThe complexity of these systems varies considerably and seems to be largely a function of the societies¢cAAA level of technology.¢AAA 28 Laws of Distribution 6) Goods and services within societies are distributed on the basis of need (subsistence goods) and power (surplus goods). Changes
in population and production dynamics. Human being are unequally endowed with physical abilities to compete in this struggle; though this is not the chief reason for the inequalities we see throughout history, it is a factor worthy of note. Can you name them all? all?
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